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his trial and imprisonment for perjury, as a mirror of shifting American political views and passions. Unfettered
by political ax-grinding, the author examines conflicting responses, from scholars and the media on both the
left and the right, and the ways in which they have changed from 1948 to our present post-Cold War era. With a
brisk, engaging style, Jacoby positions the case in the politics of the post-World War Il era and then explores the
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uses. An iconic event of the McCarthy era, the case of Alger Hiss fascinates political intellectuals not only
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the difficult balance between national security and respect for civil liberties.
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