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indexed. Not illustrated. 1888 Excerpt: . and the final e ort of judgment upon the evidence obtained is based not
only upon the sensible departures from integrity of structure and action which may be observed, but also upon
another group of data which require for their recognition faculties of another order and a plan of inquiry,
which in our present state of knowledge is far from being very clearly defined. In contrast to the method known
as physical diagnosis, the term vital diagnosis has been proposed for this additional inquiry, concerning itself as
it does with those circumstances which, not being physical or chemical in character, do not come within the
range of physico-chemical methods, but belong rather to the vitality of the individual. Before proceeding to
indicate more fully the range and manner of the investigation, it is well to note that these two factors of a
perfect diagnosis di er widely from one another in several points. Especially do they di er in their
completeness of performance; the methods of physical examination have become so elaborate that absolute
precision at least promises to be attained, and when deficiencies do occur they are to be attributed as much to
lack of skill on the part of the observer as to failure in the nature of the For this excellently expressive term we
are, I believe, indebted to Sir Wm. Gull. At least, I have no knowledge of its use previous to his address to the
Clinical Society in 1872, wherein it occurs. method...
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