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.strange characteristic of magnetism is that it may be made to
exist to any considerable extent in only a comparatively few
materials. These are called ferro-magnetic materials, and in
this class may be placed the metals iron and nickel, and the
minerals magnetite and franklynite. No satisfactory
explanation can be given to this peculiarity, as it is not
completely understood. For the purpose of this discussion, it is
sufficient to say that magnetism is probably due to an
arrangement of the atoms or molecules into forms that can be
assumed by only a comparatively few materials. It is not due to
a chemical change, and the magnetic properties of a material
can no more be determined chemically than can color or
hardness. In order to determine whether or not gravity
concentration of any material is possible, specific gravity
determinations may be made, and likewise, in order...
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