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Peter Owen Publishers, United Kingdom, 2007. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 212 x 138 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. This novel biography focuses a literary rather than camera lens on the private lives
of Elgar and Delius with no holds barred!In these new novel-biograhies Ken Russell reinvents the
quintessentially English Edward Elgar (1857-1934) and Frederick Delius (1862-1934) for the printed page. Here
the two musicians both provincial lads come alive in a new way in biographical novels that are revealing yet
boisterously entertaining occasionally outrageous and iconoclastic.In Elgar: The Erotic Variation, Russell
explodes his own myth of oJering the last word on his subject. Here the man emerges from Victorian morality
complete with mistresses and muses in the form of the women who captivated his soul, including his childhood
sweetheart Helen Weaver and the emancipated headmistress Rosa Burley.Delius: A Moment with Venus is
largely based on the recollections of the composer s amanuensis, Eric Fenby, who became a friend of the
author during the making of the Monitor drama-documentary. Some of the extra-marital material in this novel
was unknown to Russell when he made his film, but the baptism of Frederick Delius the Yorkshireman as Fritz is
the hilarious starting point for the revelations about the secret life of this cantankerous old pagan genius.
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