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Excerpt: . CHAPTER VI Matter--Matter and Motion--Quantity of
Motion--The First and Second Causes--Matter in abstraction
from Mind--Matter and Extension--Professor Tait on Newton s
Laws of Motion --Criteria of Objective Reality--Development of
the Universe according to Natural Law--Mechanical Evolution--
Difficulties connected with the System--Fruitf ulness of the Main
mechanical Conceptions of Descartes. It is easier to apply the
principle of mechanism to material things than to organisms.
For material things have no principle of self-action, they move
only as they are moved. The postulate of physical science is
that it. is inert, and that all bodies continue in the state in which
they are, unless they are changed by external force. If this be
so, it is evident that the principle of mechanical explanation
has not the difficulty to meet, nor the resistance to the
acceptance of it, which occurs on the supposition that the body
can...
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