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Vintage Books. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 240 pages. Dimensions: 7.3in. x 4.7in. x 0.8in. As
darkness fell, Viktor was standing in front of his headquarters. Despite the weather, he was wearing a thick coat
made of bear fur and a hat of the same material. Bolshe! he barked into a satellite phone. He listened to the
response, then said, Ne vazhno! into the mouthpiece, and thumbed o  the phone. He signaled to a group of
men standing close by. A line of five identical midnight blue Audi A8 sedans pulled to the empty curb. As Viktor
prepared to enter the back seat of the middle car, the satellite phone in his hand seemed to change color, as if a
shroud of shadow had been draped over it. A low sound, outside the human hearing threshold, came, short and
sharp: ! Just before daylight, a Chicago cop stared through the windshield of his cruiser. Holy Jumping Jesus
Christ! Ive been on the force since before you were born, kid. And Ive never seen anything like . . . that. Both the
retirement-age sergeant and the rookie sitting next to him were staring at bodies draped over a row of identical
dark blue sedans. Each body had been skinned, graphically displaying that all were missing large bones, from
femurs to skulls. Neither cop noticed the city-camo shark as it slipped past the scene. Running without
headlights, it looked more like a shi ing shadow than a car. Inside that shark, Buddha said, Someone got to
him first, boss. His gloved hands delicately fingered the thickly padded steering wheel as his eyes checked the
instrument display projected on the lower windshield. Viktor always was an optimist. Huh He was a HALO
jumper, Cross said. Absolutely positive his chute would open whenever he decided...
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