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edition. Excerpt: . his talent was discouraged by his father, a
poor but proud citizen of Florence, who opposed his son s
following a profession then considered inferior. But the lad s
persistence attracted the attention of the magnificent Lorenzo,
who placed him in his school and made him his friend. At
Lorenzo s command he made beautiful statues. But Lorenzo
died, and the critics of art would enthuse only over ancient
work. Michael-Angelo made a beautiful Cupid, buried it, and
then sent it all dirty to Rome. Every one was delighted with the
supposed antique; and when the artifice was discovered, they
admitted that a great sculptor had risen in their own day. He
worked at Rome, and then again at Florence. Two great
pictures were wanted for the walls of the grand Florentine
Council Hall. Angelo now stood forth as a painter, and was...
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