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Orient BlackSwan, New Delhi, India, 2010. Softcover. Book Condition: New. Section one begins with a discussion
of the evolution of the numerous political meanings of sharia in India. Focussing on diplomacy and diplomatic
procedures under the Mughals, this section presents process of social mobilisation wherein an Ethiopian slave
called Chapu becomes the Malik Ambar of Ahmednagar. Section two on agrarian and commercial trends
focuses on conformity and conflicts between the tribes and the Mughal agrarian system, foreign merchants in
western Indian sea ports, conflicts and cooperation among European traders, and a comparative discussion of
forest people and policies of the Mughals and the East India Company. The third section on religion, social
movements and disputes discusses Nagshbandi mysticism under Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi, the rasa mandala of
the Gaudiya Vaishnava emanating from the mystical movement led by Chaitanya, Aurangzebs religious policy
and Mosque-Temple disputes in a late eighteenth century chronicle. It further attempts a comprehensive
reading of a series of political and ideological currents underpinning empire-building strategies over a major
part of Eurasia in the sixteenth century.Printed Pages: 590.
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